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FELLOWS' ANNUAL MEETING
To be held on Monday 8ft November 1999 at 6pm
Beckeffs Conference Room
AGENDA

i)

Apologies:Pammy Hutton
Adam Kemp
Charles Harris
Kate Hamilton
Lady Townley
Jennifer Bream
Eric Smiley
Elizabeth Binney
Jo Knowles
Richard Davison
Clare Sanscm
Gillian Watson
Colette Stevens
Anna Burtell
Patrick Print
Ernest Dillon
Barbara Slane-Fleming
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(u,!rf-i piiw1^us bisirl citii{(n
Matters arising - last newsletter

3)

Chairman's Report

4)

Treasurer's Report

s)

Election of Chairman and Treasurer

6)

Fellows' Meeting/Course 2000

1)

Update on BHS

8)

Any other business
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FELLOWS' ANNUAL MEETING
To be held on Monday 8fr November 1999 at 6pm
Becketts Conference Room

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1)

Jeremy Michaels

2)

The role of The Fellow in the next century

3)

The BHS and Discipline Qualifications

4)

Progress report on Grooms' Diploma

5)

A funding project for

6)

Gadgets

7)

-

-

Head of Training Department

hands on practical training

views on their inclusion in examinations

Discuss cootents of the Examination syilabus, perhaps topics of the most recently
updated exams for Stage I to Fellowship
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Saucelands Bungalow

OCNETY F"EL[.OMTS' AS S OCNAT"NOIN
Coolham Horsham West Sussex RH13 8QG
Tel: 0{403741635
Newsletter January 2000

Dear Fellow

2000 has at last arrived and happily without too many'Millennium bugs'! I wish you all
a very happy and successful time in the twenty-first century. Also, let us hope that we
see the BHS grow from strength to strength, but seriously we do need your input and
support.

The BHS examining is going well overseas and lstay and myself had a very interesting
and successful time in Hong Kong before Christmas. I am sure most of us remember
Nick Rogers - well, he is the Chief lnstructor at Beas River Equestrian Centre (where
we examined) - a very impressive set up.
Islay and I have now had time to put the minutes of the AGM together, but I am still
waiting for Ferdi Eilberg to finalise dates for our course. Tl-rese depend on his
commltments in Japan, but it should be around the same time in November approximately 6th & 7th . Please keep this free as attendance at the meeting was
disappointing.

THE FELLOWS COURSE NOVEMBER 8TH AND gTH ,f 999
This took at Ferdi Eilberg's lovely estabtlshment and we were blessed v-,itl'r mild
weather. Ferdi's britliance v/as a breath of fresh air to us alt and sadly, not more of lrsu
were there to benefit. lt was an excellent tr,vo days. The riders were Mollv
Sivewright, Trish Gardiner, lslay Auty, Judy Harvey, Sabrina O'Reilly and Tessa Martin-

-

Bird.

We again received our generous grant from The Worshipful Company uf Saddiers.
wrote a letter of thanks on your behatf and to Ferdi as well.

.I

THE MINUTES OF THE AGM NOVEMBER 8TH lggg
The meeting was held in the Conference Rosm at Becketts, wythall at 6pm.
Those present:Tessa Martin-Bird (Chairman),Tim Downes (Treasurer), Yogi Breisner, Flelen Webber,
Jeremy Michaels, Diana Martin-Bird, Jane Goldsmith, Sue Payne, lslay Auty, Molly
Sivewright, Pat Manning, Sabrina O'Reilley, Judy Harvey, Trish Gardiner, Peier
Roberts.

Apotogies were received from the following:Barbara Slane Flemming, Ernest Dillon, Patrick Print, Anna Burtell, Collette Stevens,
Gillian Watson, Clare Sansom, Richard Davison, Jo Knowles, Elizabeth Binney, Eric
Smiley, Jennifer Brearn, Lady Townley, Kate Hamilton, Charles Harris, Adam Kemp,
Carol Broad, Pammy Hutton, Sister Chiara and Robert Pickles. Sister Chiara is in
Jerusalem until February and asked to be remembered to everyone and sent her
blessings to you
Kate Hamilton sent best wishes from the Cayman tstands. I

alt.

know she will keep us updated with her movements, but I don't think she intends to
leave the country permanently. Please do keep me updated with any news.
The meeting facilities were extremely good and the dinner fotlowed but we did miss
the Kopanski catering.

-

The minutes from the last meeting were accepted and there were no matters arising,
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
I am sure we have all had a hectic year and crammed as much as possible into the
remaining 20th century.
I think we will all be thankful when the Millennium finally arrives - hopefully without too
much agro and inconvenience. We have had it jammed down our throats for so long.
I saw an excellent quote on a fun cushion lately'sod the dome - do it at home'.
1999 has not been an easy yearforthe equestrian industry. ln fact very detrimental.
What wlth the attempt to ban hunting, the Coral Cove affair, the tragic horse trials
fatatities and more recently, the resignation of Dawson Buck from the BEF, the latter
being a bitter blow to the BHS, because this year they became full members of the
BEF, paying f48,500 instead of the associate membership of e 12,000. At the last T &
E meeting, Michael Ctayton pressed the point that he was very keen to keep the horse
world united.

I would like to thank you atl for your hard work and support and especially Yogi as
chairman of T & E. ln this position he is especially busy as he also attends the BEF
meetings and the Trustee meetings.
As some of you know, Jeremy Michaels is now working for the BHS and has taken the
new position as Head of the Education Department. We wish him every success with
this big challenge.
The closure of the Riding School at the BEC is a bitter blow, not only to us Fellows, but
to major functions as well. However, we are extremely gratefut to Ferdi Eitberg for
allowing the course to be run at Pink Green Farm and also to the Saddlers for their
generous grant. As previously mentioned, the Saddlers are revievuing the distribution
of their grants. All the disciplines had to write to the Saddlers stating their reasons to
receive a grant. t applied on your behalf and await the outcome.
lt was not easy to find a meeting venue, but Dawn Wofford was a huge help in doing
research for us. I thanked her on your behalf and gave her a small present.
Janet Sturrock was sadly missed at the meeting. Richard Davison kindly represented
the Fellows at her rnemorial seryice. Unfortunately the date coincided with one of the
Examiners Regional Training Days. I wrote and sent flowers on your behalf and
received a lovely reply, which lwill read out.
*Dear Fellows, Thank you all so much far the beautiful flowers you sent Mummy.
We've been overwhelmed by the flowers, cards and letters and the incredibly kind
things everyone has said - overwhelmed and proud! We were so fortunate that she
died peacefully at home v,tith us all around her. There will be a memorial service in
Oakham Church on the afternoon of Monday 24th May and we do hope that some of
the 'Feliows'will be able to came. With love and thanks fram us all. Elspeth"

There was no Fellowship this year.

Woutd Fellows kindly notify me with change

of address and phone numbers

immediately.
I

would like to thank Tim for his work as Treasurer.

This concludes my report and let's hope and pray that 2000 brings strength and
success to the

BHS.

I sincerely thank you for your support.

TREASURER'S REPORT
The present balance is more healthy than usual due to hiring facilities being cheaper
and ietaining some of the Saddler's Grant for the next course. The present balance is
L773.70.
The subscription will remain at

e

10.00 for 2000.

Tessa Martin-Bird was unanimously re-elected as Chairman and Tim Downes as
Treasurer.

COMMENTS FROM THE FELLOWS' COURSE 1999
Mrs Slvewright said that the atmosphere was super.
Judy Harvey felt that the small gallery in Ferdi's School encouraged good involvement.
Jane Goldsmith felt that Ferdi was an outstanding trainer and couldn't be bettered at
home or abroad.
There was discussion about how much talk should come frorn the gallery.
Next year's course - it was unanimously agreed to have a repeat, but to be confirmed
by Ferdi. The Chairman said she had already put wheels in motion and the vibes were
favourable.
A little of this year's Saddlers' Grant has been kept aside in case the grant is not
forthcoming for 2000.
Yogi suggested that the Fellows should write to the Saddlers, as this is a unique
opportunity to further the Fellow's education. The Chairman said that a letter is always
sent, but individual letters would be well receivedNB We should be receiving further money from the Saddlers Grant, so please would
you give me ideas/suggestions as to other ways to aid our training.
Diana Martin-Bird requested that the minutes reflect thanks to Dawn Wofford who had
been prepared to host up to eighteen for the Fellow's dinner.

UPDATE ON BHS AND BEF
Towards the end of 2000, Yogi Breisner will retire from the Chairmanship of T & E. He
will be greatly missed. At the next T & E meeting, Yogi will announce his retirement.
T & E will vote in the next Chairman in July 2000, allowing 6 months for the new
Chairman to work atongside Yogi. The Fellows shoutd consider a candidate to replace
Yogi.

Yogi reported that the year has been one of turmoil for the BHS and BEF. He thanked
all the Fellows and members of T & E for their support.
The BHS had taken up full membership of the BEF with the subscription to be paid in
instalments.
The BEF were reconsidering their constitution. They are not happy about the BHS
being responsible for Training and Education. The competitive disciplines want to be
in control of their own training.
The BHS's primary role was to look after the recreational rider. They are not seen as
the major leaders for welfare.
Yogi is confident that the BEF will settle down and see the BHS as a partner.
The BEF has employed Matthew Straker to take charge of the World Ctass
Performance plan and development. Matthew has an open attitude and wants T & E
involved with what the disciplines are doing.
The Feltows are vitally important as many have a close involvement in the disciplines.
Peter Roberts said that if the disciplines do their own training, will this affect the T & E
income?
Yogi Breisner said that to a limited degree, but not of any great influence. The vision is
to have all trainers under one body.
Sue Payne mentioned the Dressage Trainers' list and was worried that a BHSI would
be excluded from the [ist.
Jane Goldsmith said that th.e Dressage Trainers' classiflcation is based entirely on
results. lf a BHSI can fulfil the categorisation then they will be listed. There wili be a
database of dressage trainers"
Judy Harvey said that many BHS['s are listed judges and they are still excluded. jud1,'
stated that this is their argument r^ather than hersl
Yogi stated that it was good to have Jeremy l"/ichaels as a BHS employee for training
and education.

DISCUSSION POINTS

1)

THE tsHS DEGREE
Jeremy Michaels said that the Degree being set up by the Bt-lS will be a ESr: in [:nuin*
Sports Coaching. This will be a specific Coaching Degree.
Nia Huws BHSI is the Course Leader.
On December 1Sth 1999 there will be an lnternat Scrutiny in conjunction with University
College Worcester who are jointly offering the Degree with the BHS.
Validation witl be on March 21"12000.
There will be Summer School in July 2000 for potential applicants followed by a
commencement in September 2000.
There will be three strands to the Degree: Equitation, Coaching and Sports Science.
The first year will take existing BHSIs and FBHSs.
After that there will be a second stage of intake whereby applicants could start the
course with lower BHS qualifications.

1)

TI-IE BHS DEGREE (contd)
Much discussion ensued on how the Degree would be implemented. There was nruch
agreement on open access, but strong feeling that the BHSI must be an integral part of
achieving the Degree.

4

It was agreed that Yogi will approach Hywel Davies to voice the huge concern of the
Fellows that the Degree MUST stay linked to the BHSI. This has now been clarified and
the BHS!will have to be passed before achieving the Degree.

Jeremy discussed the concept of having some modularisation of exams
retakes if the candidate has been unsuccessful in one isolated section.
There was some opinion that the whole exam should always be passed.

to

allow

Jane Goldsmith suggested having a pilot scheme to modularise the Stage 4 and lT
exams and see how it works.
Yogi Breisner stated that we do have to consider.the income aspect. Numbers
continue to fall and candidates do find exams expensive.

2l

rHE ROLE OF THE FELLOW IN THE NEXT CENTURY
Judy Harvey asked would there still be a Fellowship qualification in the next 20 to 30
years. The Fellows have a very important role and what would keep us as a united
body.

Yogi Breisner replied that we have the links with the disciplines. lf anyone can unify
the horse word, it is the Feltows. There are deep wounds towards the BHS from the
disciplines but he hopes that in due course we will be Fellows of one organisation. In
Great Britain you have to be e member of several organisations to be able to practise.
It would be an aim to have one umbrella body.
It is up to us, the Fellows, to make sure that we continue to have a valuable place in the
Horse lndustry.
Peter Roberts stated that we are all loyal to the Society (BHS)

3}

HYWEL DAVIES WANTS TO SET UP AN INSTITUTE OF THE HORSE AND
TO ESTABLISH A ROYAL CHARTER.
This would consolidate our qualifications and add to our professional status.

4)

A.C.E.N.T.O. had identified a hole in the training of breaking and schooling
'[here was no
young horses. A scheme was set up to try to address the problem.
knowledge of how this was progressing.

There is an N.V.Q. at level 2 and 3 for the 'competition
just a 'paper exercise'

groom'. lt appears that this is

5)

FUNDING FOR PRACTICAL TRAINING
Colleges are funded but often fail to turn out practical employable people. ls there
funding available for practically trained people? A Riding School can be linked to a
cotlege to access F.E.F.C. funds.

5)

FUNDING FOR PRACTICAL TRAINING (contd)

Tim Downs made the point that low achievers (who are often very

reliable,
industry
anymore
into
our
are
not
horse
carers)
coming
conscientious and sympathetic
because it is not attractive to them. We must not be perceived as becoming an
increasingly academ ic career.

6) AOB
Molly Sivewright asked the following:
a) The future of the British Equestrian Centre? Yogi replied that Andrew Finding is
b)
c)

looking at Regional Centres and perhaps, in the very long term future, there may
be a National Centre.
Gadgets
are they discussed in examinations? Islay replied that the higher
level of exams (Stage V and above) require knowledge from the candidates.
Examination syllabi- have there been any changes? lslay replied that no major
changes had been instigated since the introduction of poles into the Stage One
exam which has proved useful. The lead rein lesson in the PTT is now 20 mins,
the same as the Lunge lesson. Both these novice lessons are relevant to the
industry.

-

The meeting ended at 8"30pm.

T&ECHAIRMANCHANGES
Since our Fellows meeting, T & E met on 13h December 1999 and Chairmanship
positions changed.
As from January 1* this year, Yogi has taken the position of Performance Manager of
Horse Trials. His early retirement was therefore precipitated from T &
lslay was
voted in as the new chairman of T & E.
We wish them both every success with their challenging positions. Yogi has promised
us that he willstill help and support us with T & E. We are especially sorry to see Yogi
go as he has done sterling work for the Socie$ and as representative for the BEF. I
know you alljoin me in thanking Yogi and speaking personally, it has been a pleasure
to sit on his committee.
T & E is extremely important to us all so please give lslay all the help and support you
can. lslay now stands down as Chairman of the Examination Advisory Group and
Carol Broad has agreed to take this on - so good luck to Carol.

E.

ADDRESS CHANGES
Sister Ghiara Hatton Hall FMDM
'Assisi', 23 Forest Mew, Chingford, Essex E4 7AU. Tel/Fax 020 8524 6851
Jeremy Michaels
'Brierly', Broad Street, Hartpury, Glos GL19 3BN Tel: 01452 700313

FELLOWS' COURSE & AGM 2OOO
Provisional dates - 6th and 7s November. This will be confirmed as soon as possible"
With best wishes

,/
\l Q4oI

'

Tessa Martin-Bird
Chairman of the BHS Fellows
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